Dear Actor’s Express Family
Unprecedented action calls for unprecedented response.

As you have probably seen, there is a grave emergency in the American arts ecology as the National
Endowment for the Arts has been gutted, along with many research, humanities and university
programs throughout the country. The administration has cancelled already-awarded grants to arts
organizations nationwide and has simultaneously proposed to zero out the entire NEA budget. Taken
in whole, it is clear that there is an active curtailment of free thought, new ideas and independent
voices, all of which are critical in a thriving democracy.

This week has wrought deep and far reaching damage to the arts ecosystem.

Data is still coming in, but it is already clear that arts organizations across the country have
been devastated by the clawing back and cancellation of current grant contracts. To understand
the full scope and breath of the national disaster we encourage you to join Americans for the
Arts, https://www.americansforthearts.org/ who are working to gather data from the community.

The immediate loss of funding caused by the cancelling of current contracts is devastating for
the field and most organizations will not have the financial and legal resources to challenge the
cuts on their own. And we hope that a national class action challenge is raised to fight this
staggering breach of contract.

But critical as immediate action is, we also want you to be aware of the next wave coming in this
attack so we can all prepare now. By eliminating all funding from the NEA the Trump
administration will also be cutting state block grants that serve as the backbone for most state
arts agencies. Georgia Council for the Arts relies heavily on federal arts funding to make grants
available to arts groups across the state. From mid size metro organizations like Actor’s
Express to small rural arts companies and tours that play in schools across the state we all rely
on GCA and its federal matching funds to support our states arts ecosystem. Without a robust
match from the NEA, it is entirely possible that the state will eliminate its arts funding altogether,
which will create a significant burden on organizations like Actor’s Express, but be devastating
for rural and small arts organizations.

This is not the first and will not be the last challenge to the Arts in Georgia.
Unfortunately, these devastating actions by the Trump administration come on the heels of

multiple cuts to arts sector funding over the last few months. Georgia Council for the Arts lost
more than three million dollars from its budget when federal pandemic era funding expired and,


https://www.americansforthearts.org/

despite efforts from the community, the Georgia Legislature and Governor declined to replace
those funds from other sources. At about the same time, Fulton County cut its arts grants in
half, and on Friday of last week, before the actions of the Trump administration were known,
The Atlanta’s Mayor's office released a budget outline that called for a small reduction in arts
grants, despite an increase in funding applications.

Taken collectively, Actor’s Express is likely to lose more than $50,000, about 5% of our
operation budget, from known sources and will have a further $120,000 in potential awards
eliminated.

Widespread community action is needed to push back against the Trump
Administrations assault on freedom of thought and protect the arts across Georgia.

Here is how you can dive in.

1. Contact your city, county, state, and federal elected officials to tell them you stand by the
arts and want full arts funding restored, contracts honored, and for arts funding to be
protected in perpetuity. Find your representatives contact information here:

a. Federal: (https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative)
b. Georgia (https:/www.legis.ga.gov/find-my-legislator),

c. Fulton County (https://www.fultoncountyga.gov/commissioners)

d. City Funding (https:/citycouncil.atlantaga.gov/)

2. Join an arts advocacy newsletter. For national news consider joining Americans for the
Arts, (https://www.americansforthearts.org/) or Theatre Communication Group
(https://www.tcg.org/) and for local action consider joining Georgians for the Arts

(https://georgiansforthearts.org/) or Arts Capital | Atl (https://www.artscapitalatlanta.org/)

3. Make a donation, become a subscriber or buy tickets, find your favorite organization and
support it. If you love Actor’s Express you can donate online here
(https://actors-express.com/donate-now/), Become a monthly sustainer here
(https://checkout.square.site/merchant/EYCROZKEWHHF S/checkout/FYNXNLP5PF341E
FOL3KIZBEM) or Subscribe and get tickets here (https://actors-express.com/whats-on/)

4. Amplify this message and your arts involvement, repost messages about the cuts and
contract cancellations, post about your favorite shows, tell your friends when you make a
donation, the arts need advocates.

5. Tell everyone who will listen that you will be an arts voter in the next election.

The arts are the very core of our society.

It is well documented that the arts, uniquely the arts, enrich every corner of our society. The arts
bring entertainment and joy, students who participate in the arts excel, and governments that
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invest see a nine to one return on their investment from matching funds, tax revenue and local
spending. But more than these tangible benefits and economic incentives, the arts help us
understand who we are as a nation, and as people and give each of us an opportunity to
experience other perspectives and build empathy across class, social sectors and
neighborhoods. The arts free us from the constraints of our own perspectives and dare us to
open our eyes to the complexities of our world and the joy of human connection.

Thank you for your support of AE and Atlanta Arts.
This has been a dark week for the arts, but together we can save the arts and the arts can save
the world. Thank you for your support of Actors Express, for your support of the Atlanta arts

community and for your action.

For information on how to support AE and how to get more involved please email Managing
Director Alex Scollon at Alex@actorsexpress.com.



